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Grade 2 Duration Assessed Standards Description / Big Ideas Essential Questions End of Unit Assessment 

Unit 1:   
The United States 

17 Days State Standards:  
2.1.A.2.a: Use appropriate 
informational text to develop an 
understanding of democratic 
skills and attitudes, such as rights 
and responsibilities, respect, 
fairness, honesty, loyalty, and 
courage.  
2.1.A.1.a: Explain how school 
and community rules promote 
orderliness, fairness, 
responsibility, privacy, and 
safety. 
2.1.B.1.a: Describe the 
contributions of local 
government leaders and current 
leaders of their school and 
community, such as county 
executives, county council or 
mayor, and city council.  
 

Description: Students will take a birds-
eye-view of the United States to 
recognize various factors that impact life 
and culture within the United States. 
  
  
Big Idea: The United States is a diverse 
country with a variety of geographic 
features that directly impact daily life. By 
being active members of their community 
and government, citizens can support 
their local and national governments.  
 
 

• How can people participate in 
their community and 
government?  
 

• How does geography impact life 
in different parts of the United 
States?  

Application Task –  
 
Students will identify the 
responsibilities of national, state, 
and local leaders and analyze real-
world scenarios to identify citizens' 
democratic skills and 
characteristics. 

Unit 2:  
North America 

17 days State Standards:  
2.3.B.1.a: Identify 
natural/physical features and 
human-made features using 
maps and photographs 
2.2.A.1.a: Use fiction and non-
fiction to compare the elements 
of two different cultures, and 
how they meet their human 
needs for food, shelter, and other 
commonalities such as 
recreation, music, and stories  
2.5.A.1.b: Describe the 
relationship among events in a 
variety of timelines 
 

Description:  For the first time in their 
social studies career, students will begin 
to look at how the United States fits into 
a global setting by analyzing both Canada 
and Mexico as they explore North 
America. 
 
Big Idea: Students use features such as 
climate, culture, traditions, and 
economics to draw comparisons between 
Canada, Mexico, and the United States.  

 

• How does the geography of 
North America impact the lives 
of people? 
 

• How are communities in North 
America similar and different to 
each other? 

Explanatory Task  
 
Students will identify different 
physical and human geographic 
characteristics, compare urban and 
rural settings, and explain how 
traditions may impact holiday 
celebrations in the United States, 
Mexico, and Canada. 

  

http://mdk12.msde.maryland.gov/instruction/curriculum/social_studies/standard3/grade2.html
http://mdk12.msde.maryland.gov/instruction/curriculum/social_studies/standard2/grade2.html
http://mdk12.msde.maryland.gov/instruction/curriculum/social_studies/standard5/grade2.html
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Unit 3:  
Africa 

19 days State Standards:  
2.5.A.2.a: Gather and interpret 
information about the past from 
informational sources and 
biographies 
2.4.B.1.a: Describe different 
market situations where buyers 
and sellers meet to exchange 
goods and services 
2.4.B.1.b: Describe how people 
meet in market communities 
around the world, such as 
farmers’ markets and door-to-
door sales 
2.3.B.1.a: Identify 
natural/physical features and 
human-made features using 
maps and photographs  

Description:  Students explore the 
geography, culture, traditions, and 
economics of Kenya, South Africa, 
Nigeria, and Egypt. Students then 
compare each to the United States. 
 
 
Big Idea: Africa is a complex and diverse 
continent. The continent's geography and 
climate regions impact its national, 
regional, and local communities. People 
across the continent make adaptations 
and modify the environment to meet their 
needs in various ways. Through their 
analysis of South Africa, Kenya, Nigeria, 
and Egypt, students will see similarities 
between each and the United States. 

• Why is Africa considered a 
continent of diversity?  

Compare and Contrast Task 
 
After researching the continent of 
Africa students compare the 
geography, economic markets, and 
history of Kenya, South Africa, 
Nigeria, and Egypt. Students also 
identify key information about 
African leaders.  

Unit 4:  
History in 
Action 
 

11 Days State Standards:  
2.3.C.1.b Compare ways people 
communicate long ago and 
today. 
2.5.A.2.a Gather and interpret 
information about the past from 
informational sources and 
biographies 
 
C3 Standards:  
D2.His.9.K-2 Identify different 
kinds of historical sources 
 
D2.His.10.K-2 Explain how 
historical sources can be used to 
study the past 
 
D2.His.12.K-2 Generate 
questions about a historical 
source 
 

Description:  Students have the 
opportunity to research professional 
careers that utilize history. Students 
research Ancient Egyptian life by 
analyzing ancient Egyptian 
communication and geography. 
 
 
Big Idea:  Historians use a variety of 
tools and sources to understand the past. 
When asking and answering questions 
about history, we should always look at 
multiple pieces of evidence to 
corroborate our answer or opinion. 
 

• How can we use different 
sources to learn about the past?  
 

• What types of things can 
historians learn about the past?  

Synthesis Task- 
 
Students will think like a historian 
as they create a “story” from a 
group of Ancient Egyptian 
Artifacts.  
 

*Please note that in July of 2020, the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) approved a new elementary social studies framework. This framework is now published on the MSDE website. 
Standard notations on social studies materials come from the previously identified standards. Moving forward, curricula will be modified to meet the expectations set forth in the new MSDE 
elementary Social Studies framework.  

A comprehensive list of C3 Standards can be found from the National Council for the Social Studies.  

http://mdk12.msde.maryland.gov/instruction/curriculum/social_studies/standard5/grade2.html
https://www.socialstudies.org/c3

